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INTRODUCTION

THANK YOU for purchasing a John Deere product.

Read this manual and your attachment '
manuals thoroughly. Failure to do so could
result in personal injury or equipment damage.

This manual should be considered a permanent part of your
machine and should remain with the machine when you sell it.

Measurements in this manual are U.S. customary units and their
metric equivalents. RIGHT-HAND and LEFT-HAND sides are
determined by facing in the direction the machine will travel when
going forward.

Product warranty is provided as part of John Deere’s support
program for customers who operate and maintain their
equipment as described in this manual. The product warranty is
explained on the warranty certificate you received from your
dealer.

Record identification numbers below. Be sure to record all the
numbers to help in tracing the machine if it is stolen. You also
need to give these numbers to your dealer when you order parts.

Date of Purchase: Dealer Name: Phone:

Vehicle Serial Number:

0000000000000 e
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SAFETY SIGNS

Safety-Alert Symbol

Read and recognize safety information.
Be alert to the potential for personal
injury when you see this safety-alert
symbol.

On your machine safety labels, the
words DANGER, WARNING, and
CAUTION are used with this safety-alert
symbol. DANGER identifies the most
serious hazards. In this manual, the
word CAUTION and this symbol call
attention to safety messages.

Machine Safety Labels

— .
4 WARNING
AVOID INJURY FROM ROTATING BLADES
\\‘ * Meep handn and ber! amay =hive

rugn hine @ ruren g

* Shut off parwes te service, bricate
or wnlstel cutting unees

M47192

O A
\ g
240
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SAFETY SIGNS

ot L1

A
MT1523 MT1524

B )
B

M57483

Decal (A) is a PTO entanglement decal
warning that care is to be heeded
when working near the PTO shaft and
that the PTO should be disengaged
and engine shut off when working in
that area.

Decal (B) is to alert users of the gang
mower that they should read the
manual before operating or servicing
the machine.

Safety Signs - Page 2



SAFETY SIGNS

Operational Decals (Electro-hydraulic Option)

'O
‘\ F/J@ '#“ 273
! |

On joystick box for EH below joystick

K@

MT1809

This is a general reference decal. (A) (Used on the 5 & 7 gang
Electro-hydraulic option) indicates the positioning of the cutting
units. (B) indicates that pushing up on any of the control box
levers will raise the cutting units. (C) indicates to read the opera-
tor's manual.

I -
[N s [+2+3  [627
@555 -5 4 T3 5 J
pd N e
® ®

On joystick box for EH above joystick MT1768

Another decal on the joystick box gives operating directions,
(Also an option for the 5 & 7 gang Electro-hydraulic configura-
tion). The top line of (D) shows that pulling the lever down
engages all the cutting units in a 7-gang configuration, if the
other 3 levers are down in detent position. The bottom line of (D)
indicates a 5-gang EH and will lower five cutting units if that
option is chosen.

Letter (E) shows which cutting units can be lowered and reels
engaged depending on the option chosen. Top line for units 4 &5,
for a 7-gang and bottom line for a 5-gang cutting unit 4.

Safety Signs - Page 3



SAFETY SIGNS

Operational Decals (Electro-hydraulic Option)

- V3
hfﬁﬁ%’—ﬂ -7 [4+7 it IE/I
[ 3655 1-5 4 T3 \\©

® ®
On joystick box for EH aboVe joystick MT1768

NOTE: The joystick in (D) position
must be in the down or detent
position to operate other levers
individually.

Letter (F) shows which cutting units
can be lowered and reels engaged.
The top line, for a 7-gang configuration
and the bottom line for a 5 gang EH
configuration will engage cutting units
1-2-3.

Letter (G) shows which cutting units
can be lowered and reels engaged.
The top line with lower and engage
reels 6 & 7 in a 7-gang option. The
bottom line will lower and engage reel
5 in the 5-gang EH option.

Safety Signs - Page 4



CONTROLS

Function of Remote Controls (Optional Electro-
Hydraulic (EH)

Lower cutting units when not in use or latch in up or transport
position.

CAUTION This system will lower units at any time,
C even with the engine off and PTO
disengaged.

The remote controls raise and
lower reel assemblies from a
convenient position on the
tractor.

With the PTO running, the left
hand lever (A) raises and lowers
all of the cutting units.

Lever (B) raises and lowers the
two front (4 & 5) cutting units or
#4 with 5-gang option.

The right hand lever (C) raises ! -
and lowers the middle (1-2-3) [VISSY14 |
cutting units.

The far right hand lever (D) raises the optional 6 and 7 cutting
units or #5 with 5 gang option.

NOTE: For individual section control, basic joystick must be
in down or “detent” position.

If controls fail to raise and lower cutting units, check the following:
1. PTO not running.

2. Hydraulic oil level.

3. Transport locks to see if they are engaged.

4. Relief valve in electro-hydraulic lift lower valve to see that it is
functioning properly.

5. Optional 7 gang: Units 6 & 7 don’t lower-mercury switch on
arms doesn’t function or over center solenoid valve not activat-

ing.

Controls - Page 5



CONTROLS

Troubleshooting Controls

If cutting unit assemblies fail to
raise or lower:

1. Transport latches are
engaged.

2. Check hydraulic lines at
connectors on rear of traction
unit. Look for leaks, cuts,
gouges, kinks, and signs of
wear.

3. Check traction unit hydraulic
oil level. Fill as necessary.

4. PTO not engaged.

5. Check for power to solenoid
valves in E-H valve or over
center valve.

6. Check if main harness to
tractor is plugged in.

Controls - Page 6



INSTALLING
SAFETY

Park Tractor Safely

« Stop vehicle on a level surface, not on a slope.
* Disengage PTO

* Engage the park brake.

» STOP the engine.

* Remove the key.

» Before you leave the operator’s seat, wait for engine and all
moving parts STOP.

* Lower cutting units or latch in UP
position when not operating.

Avoid High Pressure Fluids A ’

» Escaping fluid under pressure can penetrate the skin causing
serious injury. Avoid the hazard by relieving pressure before
disconnecting hydraulic or other lines. Tighten all connections
before applying pressure.

» Search for leaks with a piece of cardboard. Protect hands and
body from high pressure fluids.

» If an accident occurs, see a doctor immediately. Any fluid
injected into the skin must be surgically removed within a few
hours or gangrene may result. Doctors unfamiliar with this type
of injury should reference a knowledgeable medical source.
Such information is available from Deere & Company Medical
Department in Moline, lllinois, U.S.A.

Installaing - Page 7



INSTALLING

Tractor Specifications

The mower can be attached to any
tractor having a drawbar and 25 PTO
horsepower for 5-gang and 35 hp for
7-gang minimum that conforms to
ASAE-SAE standards of 356 mm (14
in.) (A) from PTO shaft to center hole
in drawbar. The tractor must have a
PTO speed of 540 rpm.

Drawbar height (B) should be set to
conform to ASAE-SAE standards of
330 to 508 mm (13 to 20 in.).

The tractor should be equipped with
turf pattern tires to minimize damage
to fine turf areas. Tire pressure
should be checked regularly, as this
will have a considerable effect on
steering traction and associated turf
damage.

At least one SCV will be required to
operate lift system; two are
recommended. (Must have a float
detent position.)

©)

®
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INSTALLING

Install Hydraulic Lines (5 or 7-Gang)

NOTE: Hydraulic lines must be connected to an outlet
having float capability. (See tractor operator’s
manual for proper operation of the float position.) If
float position is not available, cutting units cannot
follow ground contour.

Because of the variety of SCV positions on various tractors the
user must supply hoses from the manifold position on the 365-
gang mower to tractor SCV’s.

Ideally use a tractor with 2 SCV’ s
with float position

1. Route hydraulic lines in the safest [®
manner, making sure there are no
sharp edges on the brackets that
could damage hydraulic lines.

2. Connect user provided hydraulic
lines from tractor outlet (A) to the
feed through fitting bracket (B) on the
gang mower.

NOTE: If your tractor has 2-SCV’s
then connect two hoses to
the feed through bracket
(B).

If setting up to lift cutting
units together as a 5-gang
replace manifold fittings
with Tees (customer
supplied).

Installaing - Page 9



INSTALLING

NOTE: If your tractor is set up with
only 1-SCV with “float”
then run your hoses from
the lift cylinder ports to a
customer installed “TEE”
at the feed through
bracket (B). Then run your
Hydraulic hoses to the
tractor SCV.

NOTE: If operating as 7-gang
lifting together, replace
manifold fittings with a
cross fitting for single lift
and float.

3. Start tractor and operate controls. Check for hydraulic leaks
before operating mower.

Electrical

Install plug socket on a suitable place
at the backside of the tractor (A).

Connect the brown wire with the
ground (-) wire of the tractor.
Connect the red (+) wire with the
ignition lock via a fuse (See tractor
manual for connecting to tractor
electrical circuit.)

Connect plug from mower cable (B)
with plug socket.

Installing - Page 10



INSTALLING

Detaching Mower

1. Remove jackstand (A) from
storage location. Fasten jackstand in
vertical position.

2. Lower rear support (C), located on[;
frame right -hand rear of machine to
ground and lock in place

CAUTION: To avoid injury from escaping
C hydraulic oil under pressure, relieve
the pressure in the system by
stopping the engine and operating all
hydraulic control valves.

3. Remove hydraulic lines from
tractor. Put dust covers on ends of
hydraulic lines to avoid
contamination of hydraulic system

4. Remove hitch and disconnect PTO ‘
driveline (B). A

Installaing - Page 11



OPERATING THE MOWER
SAFETY

Operator Training Required

« Study operation section of this manual before operating the
machine.

» Operate machine in an open, unobstructed area under the
direction of an experienced operator.

» Learn the use of all controls.

* Operator experience is required to learn the moving, stopping,
turning and other operating characteristics of the machine.

_ ‘_}.
. -
Check Ground Conditions -

N

+ Clear mowing area of objects that might be thrown. Keep
people out of mowing area. Stop machine if anyone enters the
area.

» Study mowing area. Set up safe mowing pattern. Do not mow
under conditions where traction or stability is doubtful.

* First, test drive area with PTO OFF and cutting units lowered.
Slow down when you travel over rough ground.

* If you hit an object, stop the machine and inspect it. Make
repairs before you operate. Keep machine and attachments
properly maintained and in good working order. Keep all
shields and guards in place.

* DO NOT leave machine unattended when it is running.
* Only operate during daylight or with good artificial light.
* Be careful of traffic when operating near or crossing roadways.

Operating the Mower - Page 12
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OPERATING THE MOWER

Avoid Injury From Contacting Blades

Before you dismount to unplug or adjust mower: ﬁ
» STOP the engine. 15283

» LOCK the park brake.

* DISENGAGE PTO to stop reels.

* Remove key from tractor.

» Wait for reels to STOP.

» Keep hands, feet and clothing away from cutting units when
engine is running.

* DISENGAGE PTO to stop reels when you are not using mower.
* Lower cutting units or latch in UP position when not operating.

Keep Riders Off

* Only allow the operator to pull the machine. Keep riders off.

* Riders on the machine or attachment may be struck by foreign
objects or thrown off the machine causing serious injury.

<
Wear Appropriate Clothing ;;—%?éé

» Wear close fitting clothing and safety equipment appropriate for
the job.

* Loud noise can cause impairment or loss of hearing, wear a
suitable protective device such as earplugs.

* Do not wear radio or music headphones while operating the
machine. Safe operation requires your full attention.

Operating the Mower - Page 13
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