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The information contained in this manual is comprised
of instructions which will assist the operator to operate
the machine in a safe and efficient manner. Make sure
this manual is always close at hand and available to all
who work on the machine. Should this manual be lost
or should it deteriorate to an unintelligible state, con-
tact John Deere or your nearest John Deere dealer for
a replacement manual.

If you sell the machine, be sure to give this manual to
the new owners.

Continuing product improvement made by John Deere
may result in changes to the machine which are not
covered in this manual. Should you need up-to-date in-
formation about your machine or should you have
questions in regards to this manual, please contact
John Deere or your John Deere dealer.

A CAUTION

Only persons whose training has been
approved by John Deere are permitted to
operate John Deere machinery.

Improper operation and maintenance of
this machine can be hazardous and could
result in serious injury or death.

Therefore, it is of paramount importance
that all the instructions given in this
manual and during training be followed
when the machine is operated or serviced.

The safety rules are given in the group 3.

All information, illustrations and specifications in this
manual are based on the latest information available at
the time of publication. The right is reserved to make
changes at any time without notice.

COPYRIGHT E 2001
DEERE & COMPANY
Moline, Illinois

All rights reserved.
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1.

Introduction

This instruction manual describes the operation
of your John Deere 1263 single grip harvester.

Only operators and service personnel who have
completed and passed John Deere’s course for
the 1263 may use the machine.

Furthermore, the operator must have studied and
understood the entire manual.

The manual provides you with information
about the machine’s design and function, which
is necessary in order to use and look after the ma-
chine in the proper manner. It also serves to offer
guidance during maintenance and certain adjust-
ment work.

Please contact your nearest authorized service
workshop for more complicated maintenance
and repair work. Our service personnel have the
training and special tools that are required for
such tasks.
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1.1 General

John Deere 1263 harvester is intended for fell-
ing, delimbing and crosscutting trees. The ma-
chine must not be used for any other purposes.

We designed the John Deere 1263 harvester to
operate under difficult off-road circumstances.
Still it is important that you always adapt your
driving speed to the surroundings. Use chains if
necessary.

Regular servicing and proper operation is of vi-
tal significance for long service life of the ma-
chine. The instructions contained in this manual
should therefore be adhered to.

Experience shows that a thorough check of the
machine at regular intervals is a guarantee for fa-
vourable cost efficiency.

Do not pollute the environment. It is imperative
that you do not allow oil to leak into the ground
or water because it only takes one liter of mineral
oil to contaminate one million liters of water.
Should you see a leaky joint, fix it immediately.

Remember fire prevention. Keep the machine
clean at all times for this reduces the risk of over-
heating and chance of a fire starting. Have the
fire extinguishers checked regularly.

1263 Harvester
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1.2 Location of rating plates and
serial numbers

3 JoENDEERE ) 2 ([ __ JOHN DEERE )
Serlal Numiber Produgat Identiflcation Number
*WHOCHSX005001 * | *WH1263X005001 * |
°] ° °] ©
l%mlﬁﬂuﬁlmm UsA DEERE & OI%IEPANY MOLINE, ILLINOIS, USA
N 2/ L MADEWNGWEDRN )

e 2370 HT

Ok

\
1

]

1. Punched serial no.
- on right side of the frame

2. Rating plate inside the cabin on right rear
cab pillar

3. Serial no. for the boom
4. Serial no. for the harvester head

1263 Harvester
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2. Warranty

2.1 Warranty information

For warranty information, see the Warranty Cer-
tificate which you should have received from
your dealer.
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3. Safety instructions
3.1 Safety features
2. Secondary exits 3. ROPS
The rear window and the right Integrated rollover and operator
side door can be used as protective structures fully enclose
secondary exits from the cab. and protect the operator.

4. Central warning light
and alarms (+buzzer)

1. Emergency stop .
Stops the machine and ﬁggLT when malfunctions

engages the parking brake.

5. Door safety switches

No function can be engaged
before door safety switches are re-
setted.

6. Safety signs

Warn and give safety

information for the
)/ operator.

PN
DN\

U
9. Hand-held fire 7. Back-up alarm (opt)
extinguishers and Allerts bystanders when
fire extinguisher machine is reversing.
10. Stairs, anti-slips on the system (opt.) 8. Erame brake
steps, handrails. Help to climb L.ocks the horizontal
into the machine. hinge of the machine.

Please remember, the Operator is the key to preventing accidents.
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3.2 General

Local legislation takes precedence if any infor-
mation or instructions in this manual does not
conform.

The harvester may only be used or repaired by
personnel who have passed training that is ap-
proved by John Deere.

Ensure that you are conversant with the relevant
laws on occupational safety with regard to forest
machines and the safety instructions that apply
to the operation of the John Deere harvester. You
can study the latter in this manual and on decals
affixed to the machine.

3.3 Safety symbol

This warning symbol is used throughout the op-
erator’s manual to call your attention to the fact
that there is danger of personal injury in cases of
carelessness or negligence in following the
instructions.

1263 Harvester
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3.3.1 Signal words

A signal word - DANGER, WARNING or

CAUTION - is used with the safety-alert
symbol. DANGER identifies the most serious DANGER

hazards.

DANGER and WARNING safety signs are lo-

cated near specific hazards. General precautions
are listed on CAUTION safety signs. CAU-

TION also calls attention to safety messages in A WARN I NG

this manual.
A\ cauTion

3.4 General safety rules

Carefully study all of the safety messages that
are in this manual and on the machine.

More specific measures are illustrated with pic-
tograms which may also be attached to the ma-
chine in locations pertinent to their respective
message.

Keep safety signs in good condition. Repair or
replace damaged signs.

The machine may only be used or repaired by
personnel who have received training that is ap-

proved by John Deere.

Do not let an untrained person operate the ma-
chine.
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Keep a first aid kit in an easily accessible loca-
tion onthe vehicle atall times. Check the firstaid
kit regularly and make sure you immediately re-
place all items you have used.

Learn to use first aid equipment and fire extin-
guishers. Also you should always know where
help can be obtained if necessary.

Use the appropriate working clothes. Loose
jackets and sleeves or long hair may get caught
in the moving parts of the machine. Rings and \‘\.
other jewellery can get caught in the machinery
or cause it to short circuit. Use protective

goggles, gloves and safety shoes where required.

Carry no passengers. The vehicle is provided
and approved with seating for the operator only.

The machine must not be operated by anyone
under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

Avoid using the machine when you are tired or
ill, asthere isa greater risk of accident. Take suf-
ficient breaks and observe local regulations on
working hours.

Inspect the machine daily for signs of damage,
unusual wear, fluid leaks, or faulty operation.
Repair all defects.

Keep windows clean and the cab floor free from
loose articles.

Do not operate the machine with the door open
or any of the safety covers or protective devices
removed.

Do not attach any parts on the cabin by welding
nor drill any holes on it because it is a safety
cabin. It is forbidden to modify the window
fastening.

Adhere to the maintenance schedule in the oper-
ator’s manual. This will contribute to a safe
working environment.
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Any use of equipment containing a radio trans-
mitter (eg, telephone, communications radio)
that has an antenna inside the cab is strictly pro-
hibited. Such equipment must be permanently
installed in a proper manner with an antenna on
a suitable grounded plate outside the cab.

A CAUTION

Never use a headset when there is
thunder or lightening. Observe the
danger of an outer antenna so that it
does not come into contact with power
lines.

A CAUTION

The manufacturer shall assume no
responsibility for any alterations made to
the electrical system of the machine if the
changes are not in compliance with
service bulletins. There is a risk that the
function of the safety systems of the
machine is jeopardized.
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3.4.1 Protective Structures

Cabin is safety tested according to international
ROPS, FOPS and OPS standards.

It is important to keep the operator protective
structure in place (doors, screens, windows,
windshield, etc.) to minimize hazards from
whipping or intruding objects.

The protection offered by ROPS, FOPS and
OPS will be impaired if cabin

- is subjected to structural damage

- isinvolved in an overturn incident

- is in any way altered by welding, bending,
drilling, or cutting

To maintain ROPS, FOPS and OPS protection,
replace damaged cabin parts immediately. A
damaged structure should be replaced, not re-
used.
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